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From the Sditors Dest

Winter brings lots of birds to our region but the decreasing number of
waterfowl and waders are a worrisome trend. Yet an increase in smaller altitudinal
migrants is a matter of great cheer. Nagar Van, Lake Forest, Chakki Mor, Jangeshu
have shown a marked increase in visibility of smaller birds to everyone’s delight.
The amazing pictures that have been taken in the past year are great records for
posterity.

On the club front, 2018 has been very productive with lots of activities and
events. The ‘Birds of Chandigarh’ guidebook, the Siswan bird guide training by club
members, involvement of club members in development of Nagar Van, the UT Forest
Department bird walks, the Punjab Government sponsored bird race deserve a
special mention.

The Club members visited a large number of birding areas in India, and
abroad, their reports adding to the growing repertoire of CBC. Such sustained efforts
by the members will help our club to grow. The need of the hour is to add to the
newsletter so that these activities can be chronicled and help as references for the
future.

May the New Year be your big year and may you always hear the bird song...

Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon

™ o R
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher (female)
by M S Sekhon, at Nagar Van, CHD.
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While wishing everyone a very Happy New Year, I will take this opportunity
to also welcome new members to the club. The club membership is gaining
momentum which augurs well for the birding activities and any conservation
programmes which may be undertaken.

The advent of winter started with a photo exhibition and competition which
was organised by Chandigarh Bird Club along with the Chandigarh Wildlife &
Forest Department on 7th October 2018 at Sukhna Lake. Prizes were given for the
three best photographs of birds around Chandigarh.

“ Ex|
Departmel

Photo exhibition at Sukhna Lake

In November, two major activities were undertaken. First, the annual
migratory bird count and species count of Sukhna Lake and Nagar Van was done to
coincide with the birth anniversary of Salim Ali on 11th November 2018. Second, a
bird-race was held sponsored by the Punjab Government during their Military
Literary Festival on 25th November 2018. This programme included many school
children and residents from in and around Chandigarh who showed a keen interest in
learning about birds and birding. Some even enrolled as members in the club.
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Awareness programme for school children was conducted for students of
Blossoms School, Patiala on 6th December 2018. The students were taken to Nagar
Van to introduce them to the concept of a city forest and how its microhabitats can
attract such diverse species.

CBC member showing birds to students from
Blossom School, Patiala

All other monthly programmes of the club were conducted as scheduled. The
monthly birdwalks in the Chandigarh Interstate Birding Area were conducted at
Jangeshu and Dera Bassi.The birdwalk at Nagar Van continues to attract local
residents wanting to add another activity to their Sunday mornings! And the monthly
meetings of the club being hosted by different members in their homes with a lovely
lavish tea to follow.

At the advent of 2019 I wish everyone a great birding year with many more
lifers being ticked on lifelists.

Happy Birding
Rima Dhillon
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Tslards

For over six months there was a constant feeling of anticipation in my
subconscious at the thought of the trip I was going to make to the Andaman with a
promise of at least 50 lifers. It was a purely birding trip with a group of serious
birders, hence no wasting time in useless shopping and unnecessary meanderings in
touristy places which had already been done in 1998 when I had visited there with
my husband and kids.

Birding started almost as soon as we landed in Port Blair at 9am on a bright
December morning. As we taxied along the runway I could spot cattle egrets and a
green sandpiper in a wet spot along the runway and lifer number 1 was the flock of
Glossy Swiftlets dodging around the sky .

After a quick drive to the hotel and a snack later, we took off for our first taste
of birding in Andamans at Sippighat —a wetland area close to the airport-where there
was promise of a lifer.Our hopes were realised when after a short search we came
upon four Sunda Teal alternately foraging and preening as they gently paddled
around the water. Lifer number three was a chance sighting through the Scope. As
we scoured the far edge of the water to see the countless Grey-headed Swamphens
and Commmon Teals, into the viewfinder walked a Watercock. Among the
Whimbrels and a large flock of Pintail Snipes my fourth lifer was a threesome of
Pacific Golden Plovers.
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Post lunch enroute to Chidiya Tapu lifers five and six made an appearance
atop an aged Peepal tree-a mixed flock of Daurians and White-headed Starlings.
Since they were so high up in the tree we spent over an hour trying to get good
photographs while admiring their milky whiteness through the scope. Though we
didn’t know it then but on our second trip to Chidiya Tapu on the last day of our trip
we managed to get a huge flock of them with plenty of closeup shots from every
angel! As soon as we entered the gates of Chidiya Tapu we were greeted by lifer
number seven Long-tailed Parakeet. A flock was feeding on the Chikoo tree in the
car park. It felt like a good omen for the success of the trip when almost immediately
we spotted Freckle-breasted Woodpecker and a pair of Andaman Green Pigeons
within a flock of Green Imperial Pigeons. As the day came to a close we were taken
for night birding. ‘Owling’ was on the agenda. We added to the list, Oriental Scops
Owl, last lifer for the day. Our cup of expectations was overflowing.

Oriental Scops Owl

Day 2 started at the crack of dawn (40min ahead of Punjab time). We had to
start moving at 4am in order to be in situ at Shoal Bay. First stop was small wetland
with thick growth of reedbeds. Though a lot of movement was discernible, the birds
were difficult to see. Clamourous Reed Warblers, Yellow Bitterns, Stork-billed
Kingfishers and Brown Shrikes could be seen. We drove further to Mannarghat
where the villagers were waking up to a sight of a group of camera wielding fanatics
excitedly photographing a large flock of Asian Fairy Bluebirds and Brown Coucal
our 11t lifer of the trip. The forested area further up was the designated breakfast
stop but food was forgotten in the face of an onslaught of lifers in a hunting party-
Olive—backed Sunbird, Ashy Minivets, Bar-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, Andamans
Bulbul, Andaman Woodpecker with its brilliant red crest atop a full black body,
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Andaman Drongo, with its close resemblance to Hair-crested Drongo and Large
Racket-tailed land close by and give great views to the birders as they went about
their dance of courtship. Though the Andaman Shama made a guest appearance it
was gone in a flash but most of the group didn’t see it (on our last day at Chidiya
Tapu it obliged us with enough shots to make up for its previous behaviour). In all
the excitement I lost count of the number of lifers but now I can see we have added
six more bringing the total up to seventeen. On the return towards Port Blair
Changeable Hawk-eagle was seen preening high up in a silk tree. That night the
owling trip was disappointing as we didn’t see anything.

That night we rocked n rolled on the overnight ferry to Little Andaman, a
journey of a mere eight hours! We docked at 7am ready to hit the birding trails.The
small hotel was on the beach so we decided to start there. First lifer was a quintet of
Pacific Swallows. The beach was full of Pacific Golden Plovers, Lesser and greater
Sand Plovers.

Barring the two days, one wasted by rain and the second where we walked a
round trip of 14 km in quest of Nicobar Pigeons (we saw 3 individuals) most of our
birding was done along the beach or the single highway connecting all the small
towns/villages along the way from Hutbay to Radhakrishnapura, the Dumpyard and
Vishal Nallah for Owls and Andaman Nightjar.

Though the Andaman Nightjar eluded us entirely the Owls more than made up
for that disappointment. In a single night we saw Andaman Scops Owl, Andaman
Hawk-Owl and Humes’ Hawk-Owl all along the highway outside Radhakrishnapura
(Divine intervention I guess) Andaman Masked Owl called incessantly from
somewhere close by but refused to appear before us.

Andaman Hawk Owl Andaman Scops Owl
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The final day at Little Andaman was a treasure trove of lifers-on the beach we
saw Red-throated Pipit, Oriental Pratincoles with juveniles and many Pacific Golden
Plovers. On a bare tree in a bettlenut plantation a mixed flock of birds could be seen.
Among White-headed Starlings, Green Imperial Pigeons, Red-breasted Parakeets,
Common Mynas and a Freckle-breasted Woodpecker were two species not seen in
Andamans before. A jubilant shout went up when a view through the Spotter scope
confirmed them to be Chestnut-cheeked Starling and an Eye-browed Thrush. Two
unlikely birds on a single branch!!

White-headed Starling Andaman Serpent Eagle

It promised to be our lucky day. During our breakfast stop we were
approached by some enthusiastic locals who insisted we accompany them to a
relatives house where we would be able to see some ‘big’ owls. Sceptically we
followed them expecting to see some spotted owlets perhaps but to our collective
surprise it was a whole family of Masked Owls-a pair with three owlets nesting in a
barn. A fitting finale to a great four days on Little Andaman.

On our last two days at Port Blair, we made a final dash to Mount Harriet and
Chidiya Tapu and could get White-breasted Woodswallows, Andaman Nightjar,
Andaman Treepie, Andaman Serpent-eagle, Mangroves Whistler and Andaman
Shama.

All the credit for so many lifers goes to our guide Vikram Shill and our car
driver Clement. Their untiring perseverance in trying to locate birds again and again
made this a most memorable birding outing.

Rima Dhillon
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Yets Shoot Against {igfet /

Capturing backlit subjects, especially those with rim light always fascinate
photo-enthusiasts, but at times photographs of subjects like birds requiring details
disappoint photographers because despite their best camera settings they get objects
like dark patches against bright background. Similar is the case of shooting birds in
flight or against bright sky. Some photographers try to resolve these challenging
issues by altering their camera settings. They either change ISO sensitivity, shutter
speed or aperture and there are others who blame their equipment for poor
performance. There are many others who do not find it necessary to go through the
camera manual.

Although exposure is an issue of personal choice yet the bird photographers
are advised to shoot birds with sun to their back. This is a good suggestion, but the
fascination for backlit subjects inspires them to continue experimentation with their
gear. The solution to this challenging situation of shooting against bright light lies
within their camera. When we set exposure (a combination of Aperture, Shutter
Speed and ISO Sensitivity), camera evaluates whole of the frame and we get its
average. In fact, we do not always need metering for whole frame. That’s why the
camera manufacturers have devised different settings for metering. Therefore, often
spot metering is recommended to shoot birds against bright light and centre weighted
metering for birds in flight. Also, Auto Exposure Lock (AEL) can help in controlling
the variation in exposure, especially when we have to shoot birds against bright sky.
The AEL can be used while reframing the image and prevent the current exposure
from changing. Each metering mode has its specific functions. The choice for any of
the above mentioned measures depends on one’s liking and intensity of available
light.

Apart from this, the challenging situation can easily be dealt with a small
button bearing EV +/- (Exposure Value ) and generally designed on top or the
camera. Its commonly known as Exposure Compensation. This small feature has the
ability to override the camera settings of semi-auto exposure modes, like Aperture
Priority, Shutter Priority or Programme. In simple words, EV +/- is used to
alter exposure so as to make photographs brighter or darker. Its not necessary that by
setting exposure we shall get desired result. Therefore, exposure compensation plays
a vital role in further guiding the camera in meeting requirement of a photographer.
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In case of Aperture Priority mode we select aperture of our choice, but camera
automatically sets shutter speed. When we change exposure value in this mode, it
automatically changes shutter speed. Similarly, in Shutter Priority mode, we set
shutter speed of our choice and exposure compensation automatically changes
aperture. In manual mode its entirely up to the photographer to set exposure and in
Auto Mode exposure is set by camera itself. The EV does not function in full Auto
and Manual shooting modes. In Programme mode, it depends on camera to either
change aperture or shutter speed so as to give us desired result. Therefore, the
significance of exposure compensation cannot be ignored and it should be used
wherever required to get exposure of our choice.

Those who take photographs with Digital Single Lens Reflex (DSLR)
cameras, can immediately check the results in camera monitor after taking a test shot
and set the exposure value, if required. On the other hand, those who shoot with
mirror less cameras, have the distinct advantage to directly set the desired exposure
value without reviewing any test shot in the monitor. As we compose the image and
increase or decrease the exposure value, the preview in the monitor enables us to see
the changing brightness or darkness and how would be the final image.

Subhash Sapru
Hon Excellence USPA, APSA, PPSA, AIIPC
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Spot-billed Ducks

by Subhash Sapru, Nagar Van, CHD
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Ghandigark Bird Club Nggar Van
Bird Walle - October 27, 2078

Members of Chandigarh Bird Club

1. Amandeep Singh Channa
2. Sarbjeet Kaur

3. Narbir Kahlon

4. Saroj Gulati

5. Vikas Sharma

List of Bird Species

6. Babbler, Jungle

7. Barbet, Brown-headed
8. Barbet, Coppersmith

9. Bee-eater, Green
10.Bulbul, Red-vented

11. Buzzard, Oriental Honey
12. Cisticola, Zitting

13. Coot, Common

14. Cormorant, Great
15.Cormorant, Little
16.Crow, House

17.Crow, Large-billed

18. Cuckoo, Common Hawk
19.Dove, Eurasian Collared
20.Dove, Laughing
21.Drongo, Black

22.Duck, Knob-billed
23.Duck, Spot-billed
24.Eagle, Crested Serpent
25.Egret, Cattle

26.Egret, Intermediate

October-December 2018, V-4, I-2

27.Falcon, Peregrine
28.Fantail, White-throated
29.Flameback, Black-rumped
30.Flycatcher, Red-breasted
31.Francolin, Black
32.Francolin, Grey

33.Heron, Black-crowned Night
34.Heron, Indian Pond
35.Heron, Purple

36.Hoopoe, Common
37.Hornbill, Indian Grey

38. Junglefowl, Red
39.Kingfisher, White-throated
40.Kite, Black

41.Koel, Asian

42.Lapwing, Red-wattled
43.Magpie, Red-billed Blue
44 Martin, Plain
45.Moorhen, Common
46.Munia, Scaly-breasted
47.Myna, Common
48.Parakeet, Alexandrine
49.Parakeet, Rise-ringed
50.Peafowl, Indian
51.Pigeon, Rock

52.Pigeon, Yellow-footed Green
53. Pipit, Paddy-field
54.Prinia, Ashy

55.Prinia, Plain
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56.Prinia, Striated 66.Swallow, Barn

57.Redstart, Black 67.Swallow, Wire-tailed
58.Robin, Indian 68. Tailorbird, Common
59.Robin, Oriental Magpie 69.Teal, Lesser Whistling
60. Shikra 70. Treepie, Rufous

61. Shikra 71. Wagtail, White
62.Shrike, Long-tailed 72. Warbler, Grey-hooded

63. Silverbill, Indian 73. Warbler, Hume’s Leaf
64. Starling, Brahminy 74. Waterhen, White-breasted
65.Sunbird, Purple 75. Whitethroat, Lesser

Asian Koel
by Amandeep Singh, Nagar Van, CHD

Red Junglefowl
by Saiyam Nagar, Nagar Van, CHD
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On 11t November 2018, Chandigarh Bird Club held its 2nd Dr Salim Ali Bird
Census at Sukhna Lake and Nagar Van. Its an annual event, first held in 2017.

Fourteen members of the Club were divided into three teams to cover the area of

about 2.6 sq km. The teams were as follows:

A. Team A: CITCO End to Regulator End
Rima Dhillon, Saroj Gulati, H S Pathania, Amandeep Singh Channa, Geeta

Goswami.

B. Team B: Sukhna Jungle Trail

Mahesh Garg, Vikas Sharma, Rick Toor, Pranav Kumar

C. Team C: Nagar Van

Alpana , Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon, Mohit Kohli, Saiyam Nagar, Rajiv Das

Results were as follows:

* 31 species waterfowl and waders were recorded.

Sr No Waders and Waterfowl

Count

1 Avocet, Pied

2 Coot, Common

3 Cormorant, Great

4 Cormorant, Little

5 Duck, Brahminy/Ruddy Shelduck
6 Duck, Indian Spot-billed

7 Duck, Knob-billed

8 Duck, Tufted

9 Egret, Cattle

10 | Egret, Great

11 Egret, Intermediate

12 | Gadwall

13 | Grebe, Little

14 | Gull, Black-headed

15 | Heron, Black-crowned Night
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Whispering Wings

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Heron, Grey 6
Heron, Indian Pond 5
Heron, Purple 1
Kingfisher, Common 2
Kingfisher, Pied 2

Kingfisher, White-throated 5

Lapwing, Red-wattled 9
Mallard 7
Moorhen, Common 15
Pintail, Northern 20
Pochard, Common 103
Sandpiper, Green 1
Shoveler, Northern 14
Tern, River 1

Waterhen, White-breasted | 9

Wigeon, Eurasian 10
Total 210
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Other Birds

Babbler, Jungle
Babbiler, Yellow-eyed
Barbet, Brown-headed
Barbet, Coppersmith
Bee-eater, Green
Bulbul, Himalayan
Bulbul, Red-vented
Bushchat, Grey
Chiffchaff, Common
Coucal, Greater

Crow, House

Cuckoo, Common Hawk
Dove, Eurasian Collared
Dove, Oriental Turtle
Drongo, Ashy

Drongo, Black

Drongo, Hair-crested
Falcon, Peregrine
Fantail, White-throated
Flameback, Black-rumped
Flycatcher, Red-breasted
Flycatcher, Taiga
Flycathcer, Verditer
Francolin, Grey
Honeybuzzard, Oriental
Hoopoe, Common
Hornbill, Indian Grey
Junglefowl, Red

Kite, Black

Magpie, Red-billed Blue
Minivet, Long-tailed
Munia, Indian Silverbill

Munia, Scaly-breasted
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Whispering Wings

Sr No
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Other Birds

Myna, Common
Osprey

Owlet, Spotted
Parakeet, Alexandrine
Parakeet, Rose-ringed
Peafowl, Indian
Pigeon, Rock

Pigeon, Yellow-footed Green
Pipit, Long-billed
Pipit, Tree

Prinia, Plain

Prinia, Striated
Redstart, Black
Robin, Indian

Robin, Oriental Magpie
Shikra

Shrike, Long-tailed
Sunbird, Purple
Swallow, Barn
Swallow, Red-rumped
Swallow, Streak-throated
Swallow, Wire-tailed
Tailorbird, Common
Tit, Clnereous
Treecreeper, Bar-tailed
Treepie, Rufous
Wagtail, Grey

Wagtail, White
Warbler, Green
Warbler, Greenish
Warbler, Grey-hooded
Warbler, Hume’s Leaf
White-eye, Oriental

Whitethroat, Lesser
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* The number of individuals were 417, of which Common Pochard was 103, and
Ruddy Shelduck were 71.
 The total number of species seen were 98.
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Ghandigark Bird Club Nggar Van
Bird Wall - November 718, 2078

Members of Chandigarh Bird Club

Amandeep Singh Channa
Mahesh Garg

Subhash Sapru

Aprajita Lobana

Bindoo Nangia

Gajinder Bains

Munish Jauhar

e AN O i e

Simerpreet Singh Cheema
List of Bird Species

Babbler, Jungle

Barbet, Brown-headed
Bulbul, Himalayan
Bulbul, Red-vented
Buschchat, Pied
Bushchat, Grey
Buzzard, Oriental Honey
Chiftchaff, Common

. Cormorant, Little

O 0N U AW~

10. Coucal, Greater

11. Crow, House

12. Cuckooshrike, Large
13. Drongo, Ashy

14. Drongo, Black

15. Drongo, Hair-crested
16. Duck, Spot-billed
17.Eagle, Crested Serpent
18. Egret, Intermediate
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19.Fantail, White-throated
20.Flameback, Black-rumped
21.Flycatcher, Taiga
22.Flycatcher, Tickel’s Blue
23.Flycatcher, Verditer
24.Grebe, Little

25.Heron, Grey

26.Heron, Indian Pond
27.Hoopoe, Common
28.Hornbill, Indian Grey
29.Kingfisher, White-throated
30.Kite, Black

31.Lapwing, Red-wattled
32.Magpie, Red-billed Blue
33.Minivet, Long-tailed
34.Minivet, Small
35.Moorhen, Common
36.Myna, Common
37.Parakeet, Rose-ringed
38.Peafowl, Indian
39.Pigeon, Rock

40. Pipit, Paddyfield
41.Redstart, Black
42.Robin, Indian

43.Robin, Oriental Magpie
44 Rosefinch, Common
45.Sandpiper, Common

46. Shikra

47.Sunbird, Purple
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48. Swallow, Wire-tailed 53. Warbler, Hume’s Leaf

49. Thrush, Blue Whistling 54. Waterhen, White-breasted
50.Tit, Cinereous 55. White-eye, Oriental
51. Treepie, Rufous 56. Whitethroat, Lesser

52. Wagtail, Grey

Crested Serpent Eagl
by Amandeep Singh, Nagar Van, CHD
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Watcling Vorkshop and Birdrace

Chandigarh Bird Club organised a bird race and a workshop for the 2nd Annual

Military Literary Festival, organised by Government of Punjab on 25th November

2018. The members took participants to designated areas of Punjab and Chandigarh,

namely Nagar Van, Jawaharpur, Dhanas, Siswan Dam, Mirzapur Dam, etc. The

youngest participant was 3 Y5 years old, and the oldest was 55 years old. The top-

three teams, those who spotted the most number of species, were declared winners

and the members of the club were hosted at the Lake Club, by representatives of the

Government.

The following species of birds were spotted:

Avadavat, Red
Avocet, Pied

Babbler, Jungle
Babbler, Large Grey
Babbler, Striated
Babbler, Yellow-eyed
Barbet, Brown-headed
Barbet, Coppersmith

R R R N N

. Bee-eater, Green

10. Bluethroat, Siberian

11. Bulbul, Himalayan
12.Bulbul, Red-vented
13.Bulbul, Red-whiskered
14. Bunting, Black-headed
15. Bunting, Red-headed
16. Bushchat, Grey
17.Bushchat, Pied

18. Buzzard, Long-legged
19. Buzzard, Oriental Honey
20. Chat, Indian

21. Chiffchaff, Common
22.Cisticola, Zitting
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23.Coot, Common
24.Cormorant, Great
25.Cormorant, Little
26.Coucal, Greater
27.Crake, Brown
28.Crow, House
29.Crow, Jungle

30. Cuckooshrike, Large
31.Dove, Eurasian Collared
32.Dove, Laughing
33.Dove, Spotted
34.Drongo, Ashy
35.Drongo, Black
36.Drongo, Hair-crested
37.Duck, Knob-billed
38.Duck, Spot-billed
39.Duck, Tufted
40.Eagle, Black
41.Eagle, Steppe
42.Egret, Cattle
43.Egret, Great

44 Egret, Intermediate
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45.Egret, Little

46.Falcon, Peregrine
47.Fantail, White-browed
48.Fantail, White-throated
49.Flameback, Black-rumped

50.Flycatcher, Grey-headed Canary

51.Flycatcher, Red-breasted
52.Flycatcher, Taiga
53.Flycatcher, Tickell’s Blue
54.Flycatcher, Verditer
55.Francolin, Grey
56.Gadwall

57.Garganey

58.Godwit

59.Grebe, Little

60. Greenshank, Common
61.Gull, Pallas’s

62.Heron, Black-crowned Night
63.Heron, Grey

64.Heron, Indian Pond
65.Heron, Purple

66.Heron, Striated
67.Hoopoe, Common
68.Hornbill, Indian Grey
69.Ibis, Red-naped

70. Junglefowl, Red
71.Kestrel, Common
72.Kingfisher, Pied
73.Kingfisher, White-throated
74.Kite, Black

75.Kite, Black-eared
76.Kite, Black-shouldered
77.Lapwing, Wire-tailed
78.Lapwing, Yellow-wattled
79.Lark, Ashy-crowned Sparrow
80.Lark, Crested

81.Lark, Indian Bush
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82.Magpie, Red-billed Blue

83.Mallard

84.Martin, Dusky Craig
85.Martin, Plain
86.Minivet, Long-tailed
87.Minivet, Small
88.Moorhen, Common
89.Munia, Indian Silverbill
90.Munia, Scaly-breasted
91.Myna, Bank

92.Myna, Common
93.Osprey

94.0Owl, Brown Hawk
95.Owlet, Spotted
96.Parakeet, Alexandrine
97.Parakeet, Rose-ringed
98.Parakeet, Slaty-headed
99.Peafowl, Indian
100.Pigeon, Rock
101.Pintail, Northern
102.Pipit, Long-billed
103.Pipit, Olive-backed
104.Pipit, Paddyfield
105.Pipit, Rosy

106.Pipit, Tree
107.Plover, Little Ringed
108.Pochard, Common
109.Prinia, Ashy
110.Prinia, Graceful
111.Prinia, Grey-breasted
112.Prinia, Plain
113.Prinia, Yellow-bellied
114.Raven, Punjab
115.Redshank, Common
116.Redshank, Spotted
117.Redstart, Black
118.Robin, Indian

Whispering Wings
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119.Robin, Oriental Magpie
120.Roller, Indian

121 Ruff

122.Sandpiper, Common
123.Sandpiper, Green
124 Sandpiper, Marsh
125.Sandpiper, Wood
126.Shelduck, Ruddy
127.Shikra
128.Shoveller, Northern
129.Shrike, Bay-backed
130.Shrike, Long-tailed
131.Snipe, Common
132.Sparrow, House
133.Sparrow, Sind
134.Starling, Asian Pied
135.Starling, Common
136.Starling, Rosy
137.Stilt, Black-winged
138.Stint, Little
139.Stint, Temminck’s
140.Stonechat, Siberian
141.Stork, Painted

142 .Sunbird, Purple
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143 .Swallow, Barn

144 .Swallow, Red-rumped
145 .Swallow, Wire-tailed
146.Swift, House

147 Tailorbird, Common
148.Teal, Common

149.Tern, River

150.Thrush, Blue Whistling
151.Tit, Cinereous
152.Treecreeper, Bar-tailed
153.Treepie, Rufous
154 . Vulture, Egyptian
155.Wagtail, Citrine
156.Wagtail, Grey
157.Wagtail, White
158.Wagtail, White-browed
159.Wagtail, Yellow
160.Warbler, Grey-hooded
161.Warbler, Hume’s Leaf
162.Warbler, Sulphur-bellied
163.Waterhen, White-breasted
164 . Weaver, Streaked
165.White-eye, Oriental
166.Whitethroat, Hume’s Lesser
167 Whitethroat, Lesser
168.Wigeon, Eurasian

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker
by S K Iddalgi at Chakki More
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The monthly field trip for December was held at Jangeshu on 9th December

2018. The following members were present:

Aprajita Lobana

Amandeep Singh Channa
Rima Dhillon

Onkar Singh and his daughter
Jasbir Randhawa

Neeta Gode

Naveen Tanwar

Samrath Singh

W XNk WD =

. Saumya

10. Tarun

11. Anurag

12.S K Iddalgi
13.Bindoo Nangia
14. Simmi Waraich
15.Subhash Sapru

List of Bird Species

1.Accentor, Rufous-breasted
2.Babbler, Black-chinned
3.Babbler, Jungle

4 Babbler, Rusty-cheeked Scimitar
5.Barbet, Brown-headed
6.Barbet, Great

7.Bulbul, Black

8.Bulbul, Himalayan
9.Bulbul, Red-vented
10.Bunting, Crested
11.Bushchat, Grey

12.Chat, Indian
13.Chiffchaff, Common
14.Drongo, Hair-crested
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15.Eagle, Black

16.Fantail, White-throated
17.Fantail, Yellow-bellied
18.Forktail, Little

19 Forktail, Spotted

20.Hornbill, Indian Grey
21.Leiothrix, Red-billed

22 Magpie, Red-billed Blue
23.0wlet, Asian Barred

24 Petronia, Chestnut-shouldered
25.Prinia, Grey-breasted
26.Redstart, Black

27 Redstart, White-capped Water
28.Robin, Indian

29.Shrike, Isabelline

30.Sparrow, House

31.Sunbird, Crimson
32.Tailorbird, Common
33.Thrush, Blue Whistling
34.Thrush, Rufous-crested Laughing
35.Thrush, Streaked Laughing
36.Tit, Black-throated

37.Tit, Cinereous

38.Treepie, Rufous

39.Vulture, Himalayan
40.Warbler, Grey-hooded
41.White-eye, Oriental

42 Whitethroat, Lesser
43.Woodpecker, Fulvous-breasted
44 Woodpecker, Grey-fronted Pygmy
45.Yellownape, Lesser
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Ghandigark Bird Club Nggar Van
Bird Walle - December 15, 2078

Members of the Club:

Narbir Kahlon

Dr Suman

Simmi Waraich

Saumya

Subhash Sapru

Munish Jauhar

Rick Toor

H S Pathania

Amandeep Singh Channa

List of Bird Species

A S AN A e

Babbler, Jungle
Barbet, Brown-headed
Bulbul, Red-vented
Bushchat, Pied
Buzzard, Long-legged
Chiftchaff, Common
Coot, Common
Cormorant, Great

A S AN

Cormorant, Little

10. Coucal, Greater

11. Crow, Large-billed

12. Cuckooshrike, Large
13.Drongo, Black

14. Drongo, Hair-crested
15.Duck, Spot-billed
16.Eagle, Booted
17.Fantail, White-throated

October-December 2018, V-4, I-2

18. Flameback, Black-rumped
19. Flycatcher, Red-breasted
20. Flycatcher, Verditer
21.Francolin, Grey
22.Heron, Grey

23.Heron, Indian Pond
24.Heron, Purple
25.Hornbill, Indian Grey
26.Junglefowl, Red
27.Kingfisher, White-throated
28.Kite, Black
29.Lapwing, Red-wattled
30. Minivet, Long-tailed
31.Moorhen, Common
32.Munia, Spot-billed
33.Myna, Common
34.Parakeet, Alexander
35.Parakeet, Rose-ringed
36.Peafowl, Indian
37.Pigeon, Rock

38.Pipit, Tree

39.Prinia, Ashy

40. Prinia, Grey-breasted
41.Prinia, Plain
42.Redstart, Black
43.Robin, Oriental Magpie
44.Sandpiper, Green

45. Shikra

46.Shrike, Long-tailed
47.Starling, Common
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48. Stilt, Black-winged 56. Wagtail, White

49. Stonechat, Siberian 57. Wagtail, Yellow

50. Sunbird, Purple 58. Warbler, Hume’s Leaf
51. Tailorbird, Common 59. Warbler, Paddyfield
52.Teal, Common 60. Waterhen , White-breated
53.Tit, Cinereous 61. White-eye, Oriental

54. Treepie, Rufous 62. Whitethroat, Lesser

55. Wagtail, Grey

Common Kestrel
by H S Pathania, Nagar Van, CHD
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UT bird club to hold
waterfowl census

Chandigarh: To commemo-
rate the birth anniversary of
Dr Salim Ali, the Bird Man of
md':b(cnmwmm
e : A (v ferdl # wEdA T
m‘;mm%:nam T A st 3§ 126 W23 its Annual Waterfowl Census
e weui % o @ T g, and Species count in Sukhna
vz, 7 s (W221) : formd & 78 Wl ym &) 5 Lake, Sukhna Forest and Na-
dERAE IR A AN O W W YR | fawm gar Van.
& fe wdve wee U foum ved TR W, S 7 Three teams willcount the
AGESARE FT F A e W, sRfaw e dw actual number of waterfowl
ol & fol 9 v # TR W, A SR piewa in the water bodies, both resi-
HAeA fom T o A A i O W dentand migrant.
G ANETENE UT BT AW W G 9 g & They will also count the
fawm & RA@duw, Meam wom Hf e T@i, swwa number of species seen in the
smusuy. favm = {4 wfea T e, 262 zo® area. This helps in compart
Jftqa A1 W weuAl H osmduwen, WAR fow ween sons with earlier andal-
s et Wi 3w form a® ArR, s, difen e, mnmﬂn” “mm”m
eI A 9 T Y gE S Form i, wa i, HE points health e
WH 5 TN T Gl T W HAT, T, TR T, tope. This Information
qfeAde F R 139 qIM T, Y0 HR, A red with the UT forest depart-
YA A ¥E o & A e, gakic e, s ment for record as well as cor- ‘
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Times News Nerwors

Chandigarh: It was a picto-
rial nature treat for walkers
and visitors at the Sukhna
lake on Sunday as the Chan-
digarh Bird Club and de-
partment of forest and wild.
life, UT Chandigarh, organi
zed an exhibition of photog-
raphs of birds and animals
found in Chandigarh region
under the ‘Wildlife Week' ce-
lebrations. A photography
competition was also orga-
nized to mark the occasion.
The exhibition was opened
topublicfrom9amtill5pm.
Most of the visitors were
astounded by the fact that
Chandigarh region was ho-
me to more than 400 species
birdsand wereabsolutely
ptivated by the diversity
of avifauna in theregion.

na also participated in the

—Visitors flock to Sukhna
exhibition on avifauna

These girls seem Lo enjoy the visual treat at the Sukhna lake

won the first prize, Opneet
Singh’s picture was adjud-
ged second and Arvind Say-
al's won third prize. Tarika
Sandhu and Gursimrat
Singh won the consolation

Singh, Mahesh Garg, Vikas
Shama, Parveen Malhotra,
Prabhat Bhattl, Geeta Gos-

members were present at

wami, Subhash Sapru an
other Chandigarh Bird Club

Devendra Dalai, chief

kers, Sunday visitorsand to-

Members of the Chandi-  prizes. Th 1on was
garhBirdClubandbirdwat-  judged by Navneet Saxena The event witnessed hu-
oo . e pocniiennet - Annual Sukhna water fowl census today

competition as well as the

conservator of forests, and

urists flocked to the event.

- Annual Water Fowl Census and “They will also count the  Department for record as well

, i exhibition. A total 78 pho- TCNautlyal, conservatorof Members of the Chandi S v

_  tographs were recelved in forests, Chandigarh, along garh Bird Club also under- EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  Species Count in Sukhna Lake, number of species seeninthe s comective efforts” a release

3 © the competition while 126 withMSSekhon,RimaDhil- tooK an awareness campa- CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER10  Sukhna Forestand NagarVan  area This helps incomparisons  said.

¢ i wereputupfordisplayonly. 1o 1gn and answered visitors’ ————————— from6amto 11 am on Sunday. Mmm.h'mﬂm(m CBC conducts two water

Vikas Sharma’s pleture queries. the birth Three teams of members  out) any increase ordecrease  fowl census every year, one on

nimrydDr&lnAllh willcount the actualnumberof  points at the health of the November 11 and second in
Bird Man of India, Chandigarh  water fowl in the water bodies,  biotope. Thedatacllectedisalso  February on the day of CBC
Bird Club(CBC) will conductits  both resident and migrant. shared with the UT Forest AnnualBird Race.
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Army helps develop leadershlp GenMahk

on Sunday. FHOTOS: RV RUMAR

Aretired Army officer addresses the audience during the Military Uiterature Festival.

TriBuNE NEWS SERVICE Army Staff, at a session on  aerial combat that took notable commanders and ed the operation concerning
Combat Episodes, organ- place on November 22 over  officers of the regiment who  the crossing of the Meghna

CHANDIGARI, NOVEMBER 25 ised asarun-uptothe farth- Boyra in the east, in which significant role in River in sh

The Army, as an institution, coming Military Literature four IAF Gnats shot down wars and other operations. Indian forces in 1971 and the

offers unique and unparal-
keled opportunities to
imbibe leadership qualities
and develop capability for
innovative thinking and
finding practical solutions in
tough situations.

‘This was stated by Gen VP
Malik, former Chief of the

October-December 2018, V-4, I-2

Festival, here on Sunday. He
said nurturing human rela-
tions, comradeship and
team spirit was the hall-
mark of the Army.

Earlier, Wg Cdr DS Kler
(retd), a veteran of the 1971
Indo-Pak war, gave a first-
hand account of the first

rise in 1846. He laid emphasis
on the legacy and exploits of

Jat Regiment gave an insight
into the psych of Jat soldiers.
He also namated several

role played by the 4 Corps
commander, Lt Gen Sagat
Singh, in successful offen-
sive operations.
Delvingonjoysand tribula-
tions of being an Army wife,

Jat sol-
diers in various battles.
Brig Onkar Goraya narrat-

Whispering Wings

Lily d her var-
jed experiences while being
married to an officer.
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Waterfowl number down
at Sukhna Lake this year

Increase in the depth of lake could be a reason: Expert

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Count of fowl species

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 11 Avocet, pied 2 | Duck, Indianspot-billed 18
Increase in the water levelof | Coot common 139 | Gadwall 33
ber of migetory bady, [|CERE G N Skt
particulady waterfowl, visit- , Ste L E . e
ing the lake area. This has Mmmb'a""“/ ruddy Pochard, common .1(3

been revealed in the Water-
fowl Census and Spedes
Count for Sukhna Lake con-
ducted by the Chandigarh
Bird Club (CBC) today.

The census was conducted
at the lake, Sukhna Forest
and Nagar Van on the birth
anniversary of Dr Salim Ali.
Fourteen bird watchers,
divided into three teams,
combed the entire area from
6:30 am to 10:30 am. The cen-
sus results were not very
encouraging as only 417
waterfowls were seen com-
paredto 717 found in the last
census conducted on Novemn-
ber 12, 2017.

The number of species has
shown an increase from 91
species in 2017 to 98 species
today. The increase in the
number could be because of
development of the Nagar Van

Meanwhile, MS Sekhon,
who led the census, said an
increase in the depth of

son for the decrease in the
number of waterfowl, as
waders and dabbling ducks
preferred shallow waters.
Bar-headed geese, red-crest-
ed pochards and brown-head-
ed gulls are some of the
prominent migrant birds that
arenot here yet, though they
were recorded last year
Osprey, bar-tailed
treecreeper, ashy drongo and
peregrine falcon were some
of the species of altitude
migrants which were not

area on more scientific lines. Sukhna Lake could be a rea-

recorded last year.

WATERFOWL CENSUS AND SPECIES COUNT

Waterfowl at Sukhna down to 417 from 717 recorded last yr Iat&st census

fowd species wereobserved and mammwm
mmnsmcm the census,

wereheaded by Metinder Singh

5 mwblﬁkdhm and
Van, Rima Dhillon, who

around Sukhna Lake, and learn the domestic

Mahesh Garg, who conducted

the census inSukhna forest area. days, therearea few peo-
Dhillon said, “Increaseinto-  ple who are aware of the do-

Falcon  tal number of spedies could be  mestic names of resident and
Ki- because of of

Nagar Van area on scientific Dr Simmi Waraich said,

lines, A@ﬂgﬂ!pg bodlel :uum bslztjgah |

2017 while 98 were ob d np the bi in  dents™
this this area™

of ‘The bird census was started }
CBC, splitin three teams, this  at630amanditended 21030 Membersof the Chandigarh

time observed marginal in-  am. Bird Club during the Census |
crease In the species of water- Fourteen birdersof three  onSunday. Bgress

teams gathered in the parking

“Decrease in the numberofwa-
SAURABH

PRASHAR Nulenuda
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 1

THE INCREASE in the water level
of Sukhna Lake has made an ad-

mdus and amm

nd m::' m:" roamed
were in
bigh numbers h

during thewater-

Th ling rged Signifi notrecorded lastyear As.
following the 2018 Annual
Census and Spedies

for Sukhna Lake. Sukhna
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126 photos of
birds, animals
displayed

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 7
The Chandigarh Bird Club
and the Department of
Forest & Wildlife, UT,
organised a photography
competition and an exhi-
bition of photographs of
birds and animals found
in the Chandigarh region
as part of the Wildlife
Week celebrations at
Sukhna Lake today.

Members of the Chandi-
garh Bird Club and bird-
watchers of Punjab and
Haryana also participated in
the competition as well as
the exhibition. As many as
78 photos were received in
the competition, while 126
photos were put up for dis-
play only. Vikas Sharma'’s
picture won the 1st position,
Opneet Singh’s picture won
the 2nd position and Arvind
Sayal’s picture bagged the
third prize. Tarika Sandhu
and Gursimrat Singh won
the consolation prizes.

The competition was
judged by Navneet Saxena,
Kulbhushan Kanwar,
Devendra Dalai, Chief Con-
servator of Forests, and
Nautiyal, Conservator of
Forests, Chandigarh.

The exhibition witnessed
a huge footfall as joggers,
walkers, visitors and
tourists attended the event.
Members of the Chandi-
garh Bird Club answered
the queries of visitors.
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. . Incepted in 2008, the Chandigarh Bird Club
%W‘W dedicated itself to tis goal of protecting the
environment.
W% The Club owes its existence to those few
dedicated and expert members, who started this

Club in the Chandigarh Boat Club, namely Navjit
Singh, Narbir Kahlon, Vikramjit Singh, Mrs Rima
Dhillon, Mrs Sarbjeet Kaur, and Mrs Geeta
Goswami.

Newsletter of the Chandigarh
Bird Club

The fundamental objectives of Chandigarh
Bird Club continue to be to:

1. Bring people, especially the younger generation
closer to nature, through birding and help them to
enjoy the outdoors while making out a fun
activity.

2. To make individuals and government more
sensitive towards the environment to create a
dynamic database for analysis to focus on
conservation efforts.

3. To create a forum for birders to share information
and discuss issues related to this activity.

§ « President - Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon

Editors: - » { + Vice President - Narbir Singh Kahlon

Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon * Secretary - Rima Dhillon

Amandeep Singh Channa
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