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From the Editor’s Desk 
And above, in the light 

Of the star-lit night, 
Swift birds of passage wing their flight 

Through the dewy atmosphere.  
I hear the beat 

Of their pinions fleet, 
As from the land of snow and sleet 

They seek a southern lea. 
~Birds of Passage by Henry W Longfellow 

 The birds of passage are here but in lesser numbers. We are really making it 
hard for them by taking up their winter homes in the insatiable hunger for 
development…Jawaharpur has fallen victim to sand mining, Alamgir to community 
pisciculture and Motemajra to water chestnut cultivation. Where will the poor birds 
go if we take up all their habitat. I think as a club we have to think about a concerted 
effort, may be legal or other-wise. It becomes imperative that we start a series of 
essays on this habitat destruction of both resident and migrant species in social 
media as well as press. This can be used as a pressure tactic and in certain extreme 
cases legal recourse can be thought of. 

 It is with pride we can say that club has been very busy with numerous 
projects and many members have been appointed Punjab Wildlife Board Members or 
Honorary Wildlife Wardens. Yet other members are working with Punjab Forest 
Department in their eco-tourism endeavour. Some members are working hard to have 
certain areas declared as community reserves in Haryana. The last quarter has seen a 
lot of good work, a matter to be proud of, come out of the efforts of CBC members. 

 Like earlier years, this year again some new species of birds have been found 
to have taken up residence in ISCR or recorded as first time migrants. The increased 
number of eyes and keen approach have borne good results. 

 There is how ever a word of caution, some times our over enthusiastic 
approach scares the birds away… 

May you always hear the bird song! 

Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon 

http://www.blackcatpoems.com/b/bird_poems.html


Secretary’s Report 

 This quarter, with the arrival of winters, there have been many new arrivals in 
the ISCR. Jawaharpur, and Sukhna Lake threw up some unique species. 

 Long-eared Owl, Black-headed Bunting, Eurasian Skylark, Tawny Pipit, and 
Upland Pipit, arrived at Jawaharpur through the Summer and Winter. In Sukhna, 
Lesser Fish Eagle, Black-necked Grebe, Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler, Greater 
White-fronted Goose, Great Bittern, and Tawny-bellied Babbler, were seen. 

 Within ISCR, there have been sightings of Hume’s Short-toed Lark, Dunlin, 
Alpine Swift, Little Swift, Grasshopper Warbler, Siberian Ruby-throat, Asian Brown 
Flycatcher, Chestnut-headed Tesia, and Taiga Flycatcher. 

 Many members of the Club are training seven youth in Mirzapur as bird 
guides in collarboration with Punjab Forest Department. Number of presentations 
and bird walks have been conducted for the seven. It is a part of the Eco-tourism 
initialtive of the Government of Punjab.  

 CBC conducted a Waterfowl and Species Count at Sukhna Lake and its 
adjoining areas on 12th November 2017 to commemorate the 121st Birth Anniversary 
of Dr Salim Ali. The celebrations were rounded off by the annual dinner which was 
attended by almost all the members along with their families. 

 CBC was invited by Forest Division, Paitala and local environmentalists to 
conduct a bird species count in Moti Bags Bir at Patiala. Twelve members went to 
Patiala and conducted the survey. 

 The press has been covering the events organised by CBC. This is helping 
deucete people about birds, their habits, habitat destruction and changes in bird 
populations. It iOS also encouraging people to take up birdwatching and stand up for 
environmental protection. Last quarter saw a very large press coverage of CBC 
events. 

Rima Dhillon 



Sukhna Lake Waterfowl and Species 
Count 

 On 12th of November 2017, Chandigarh Bird Club organised Sukhna Lake 
Waterfowl and Species Count. The objective of this count was to ascertain the 
number of waterfowl and arboreal species present in the Lake. This event was in 
celebration of the 121sr Birth Anniversary of Dr. Salim Ali, ornithologist and bird 
conservationist, who is considered the Bird Man of India. A total of sixteen members 
of the Club were present. For this count, we divided the lake area into three sectors; 

1. The first sector was Samriti Van. This team was led by Sarbjeet Kaur, and 
included Aprajita Lobana, Bindoo Nangia, Simranjeet Singh, Vikas Sharma, and 
Sukhwinder Singh. 

2. The second sector was Lake Reserve Forest. This team was led by Rima Dhillon, 
and included Shobana Venkatraman, Jaideep Singh Grewal, Saiyam Nagar, 
Samrath Singh, and Pranav Sharma. 

3. The third sector was the Lake Jogging Track. This team was led by Mitinderpal 
Singh Sekhon, and included Parveen Malhotra, Mahesh Garg, and I. 



Total Number of Species seen = 91 
Total Number of waterfowl seen = 717

WATERFOWL CENSUS

1 Coot, Eurasian 148

2 Cormorant, Great 19

3 Cormorant, Indian 2

4 Cormorant, Little 11

5 Duck, Comb 1

6 Duck, Indian Spot-billed 31

7 Duck, Tufted 5

8 Gadwall 7

9 Goose, Bar-headed 8

10 Grebe, Great Crested 1

11 Grebe, Little 3

12 Gull, Black-headed 15

13 Gull, Brown-headed 8

14 Kingfisher, Common 1

15 Kingfisher, Pied 1

16 Kingfisher, White-throated 10

17 Lapwing, Red-wattled 15

18 Moorhen, Common 16

19 Osprey 2

20 Pintail, Northern 8

21 Pochard, Common 185

22 Pochard, Ferruginous 2

23 Pochard, Red-crested 61

24 Sandpiper, Green 5

25 Shelduck, Ruddy 92

26 Shoveller, Northern 14

27 Stilt, Black-winged 25

28 Waterhen, White-breasted 21



  SPECIES COUNT

Sr. No. Specie Name

1 Babbler, Jungle

2 Babbler, Tawny-bellied

3 Barbet, Brown-headed

4 Bee-eater, Green

5 Bulbul, Himalayan

6 Bulbul, Red-vented

7 Bushchat, Grey

8 Bushchat, Pied

9 Chiffchaff, Common

10 Coucal, Greater

11 Crow, House

12 Cuckoo, Common Hawk

13 Dove, Eurasian Collared

14 Dove, Laughing

15 Dove, Spotted

16 Drongo, Ashy

17 Drongo, Black

18 Drongo, Hair-crested

19 Eagle, Crested Serpent

20 Egret, Cattle

21 Egret, Great

22 Egret, Intermediate

23 Egret, Little

24 Falcon, Peregrine

25 Fantail, White-throated

26 Flycatcher, Red-throated

27 Flycatcher, Verditers

28 Heron, Black-crowned Night

29 Heron, Grey

30 Heron, Indian Pond

31 Heron, Purple

32 Honey-buzzard, Oriental

33 Hornbill, Indian Grey

34 Iora, Common

35 Junglefowl, Red

36 Kite, Black

37 Koel, Asian

38 Minivet, Long-tailed

39 Myna, Bank

40 Myna, Common

41 Myna, Jungle

42 Owlet, Spotted

43 Parakeet, Rose-ringed

44 Peafowl, Indian

45 Pigeon, Common/Rock

46 Pigeon, Yellow-footed Green

47 Pipit, Tree

48 Prinia, Ashy

49 Redstart, Black

50 Robin, Indian

51 Robin, Oriental Magpie

52 Shikra

53 Sunbird, Purple

54 Tailorbird, Common

55 Thrush, Black-throated

56 Thrush, Blue Whistling

57 Tit, Cinereous

58 Treepie, Rufous

59 Wagtail, White

60 Warbler, Hume’s Leaf

61 White-eye, Oriental

62 Whitethroat, Lesser

63 Woodpecker, Golden Flameback

Total Number of Non-waterfowl 
Species 63







  



 The count began at half past six and ended at about ten. The highlights of the 
day were Crested Serpent Eagle, Bar-headed Geese, Osprey, and Great Crested 
Grebe. The species number was 91, and total count was 717. The detailed list of all 
species can be found below. 

Amandeep Singh Channa 

 



Dr Salim Ali 
The Bird Man of  India 

 Salim Ali, one of the greatest ornithologists and naturalists of all time, is also 
known as the ‘Bird Man of India’. He was one of the very first scientists to carry out 
systematic bird surveys in India and abroad. His research work is considered highly 
influential in the development of ornithology. 



Early Life: 

 As a 10-year-old, Salim once noticed a flying bird and shot it down. Tender at 
heart, he instantly ran and picked it up. It appeared like a house sparrow but had a 
strange yellowish shade on the throat. Curious, he showed the sparrow to his uncle 
Amiruddin and questioned him about the bird’s kind. Unable to answer, his uncle 
took him to W.S. Millard, the Honorary Secretary of the Bombay Natural History 
Society. Amazed at the unusual interest of the young boy, Millard took him to see 
many stuffed birds. When Salim finally saw a bird similar to the child’s bird he got 
very excited. After that, the young Salim started visiting the place frequently. 

 Salim Moizuddin Abdul Ali was born on 12th November 1896. He attended 
college but did not receive any university degree. To assist his brothers in Wolfram 
mining, Salim went to Burma but spent most of his time looking for birds. Soon, he 
returned to Bombay. 

Contributions and Achievements: 

 As soon as Salim returned, he studied zoology and secured a position of a 
guide at the museum of the Bombay Natural History Society. Only 20 years old, he 
conducted the visitors and instructed them about the preserved birds. His interest in 
the living conditions of birds grew even more. Therefore, Salim visited Germany and 
saw Dr Irvin Strassman. He came back to India after one year, but his post in the 
museum had been removed for financial reasons. 

 Salim Ali, as a married man, required money to make a living, so he joined the 
museum as a clerk. The job allowed him to carry on with his research. His wife’s 
house at Kihim, a small village near Mumbai, was a tranquil place surrounded by 
trees, where Salim would spend most of his time researching about the activities of 
the weaver bird. 



 He published a research paper discussing the nature and activities of the 
weaver bird in 1930. The piece made him famous and established his name in the 
field of ornithology. Salim also travelled from place to place to find out more about 
different species of the birds. 

 From what he had collected, he published ‘The book of Indian Birds’ in 1941 
in which he discussed the kinds and habits of Indian birds. The book sold very well 
for some years. He also collaborated with S. Dillon Ripley, a world-famous 
ornithologist, in 1948. The collaboration resulted in ‘Handbook of the Birds of India 
and Pakistan’ (10 Volume Set); a comprehensive book that describes the birds of the 
subcontinent, their appearance, habitat, breeding habits, migration etc. Salim also 
published other books. His work ‘The Fall of Sparrow’ included many incidents from 
his real life. 

Later Life and Death: 

 Salim not only researched about birds but also contributed to the area of 
protection of nature. For his extraordinary efforts, he was given an international 
award of INR 5 lacs, but he donated all the money to Bombay Natural History 
Society. The Government of India honoured him with Padma Vibhushan in 1983. 
This genius man died at the age of 90 on 20th June 1987. 

Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon 



Owls in Jawaharpur 
 On 27th of November 2017, Rima Dhillon, Sarbjeet Kaur, Onkar Singh, 
Shobana Venkatraman, her sister, and I went to Jawarharpur. The reason for our visit 
was to see the parliament of Short-eared and Long-eared Owls that were passing 
through on their way to the Rann of Kutch and had decided to rest in Jawaharpur. 
Sarabjit Randhawa and Rajive Das had seen the Short-eared Owl in Jawaharpur on 
the previous Saturday and then again on Sunday and counted ten owls in the area. 
We were completely unaware of the presence of Long-eared Owl. 

 The Short-eared and the Long-eared Owls are ground foraging owls. They 
have a big wingspan, with wings longer than their bodies. They do not show 
dimorphism, the only difference between the male and female is that the latter is 
darker in colour than the former. They are extremely shy and, being one of the owls 
who can see in the day; one cannot approach them at close quarters without alerting 
them. One has to crouch and crawl one’s way to them, as we did. 

 We arrived in Jawaharpur at seven. The way to the quarried land was 
inaccessible by cars, so we walked the rest of the way. The first bird we encountered 
was a Short-eared Owl, flying out of a bush immediately to our left. From then on, 
we kept a close eye on the ground and talked in whispers. Suddenly they were 
disturbed by our movement, and they flew off. We counted at least nine owls and 
later added three more, making it a parliament of 12 Short-eared Owls. 
  
 We split up, the others disturbing them and making them fly, Sarbjeet ma’am 
and I was clicking lots of photographs of them in flight. After a round of tea and 
biscuits, we again circled back to see the owls once more. Again we split, Rima 
ma’am and I went into the quarry next to the track, and the others went to the quarry 
next to a field. This time both groups saw the owls sitting. Rima ma’am and I found 
a hide and crouched and crawled our way as close to the owl as we could get without 
scaring it off and clicked some lovely photographs. It was some days later, when 
Narbir sir went and clicked a Long-eared Owl, I found out that I had photographed 
both the owls and added to my list of species. 

Amandeep Singh Channa 



A Bird Walk with a Difference 
 On 14th of December 2017, Chandigarh Bird Club organised a special bird 
walk for patients of Chandigarh Spinal Rehab Centre. The members of the club took 
the wheelchair-bound, with their attendants, to the Observation Point of the Lake. 

 There were Bar-headed Geese, Eurasian Coots, Little Grebes, Great 
Cormorants, Little Cormorants, Red-crested Pochard, Common Pochards, Northern 
Pintails, Grey Heron, White-throated Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, and Tufted Ducks 
among others. 

 The following members of the Club were present: 

1. Amandeep Singh Channa 
2. Mitinderpal Singh Sekhon 
3. Mohit Kohli 
4. Munish Jauhar 
5. Rima Dhillon 
6. Saiyam Nagar 
7. Samrath Singh 
8. Sarbjeet Kaur 







  

 The Club members and the Forest and Wildlife Department of Chandigarh 
provided the visitors with many pairs of binoculars and a spotting scope. Members of 
the press covered the event and talked to the visitors. 

Amandeep Singh Channa 



Long and the Short of Owl’s Ears 

 While birding in  village Mukandpur tehsil Derabassi, Punjab, close to 
Chandigarh on 3rd December 2017, we were looking for Short-eared Owls (Asio 
Flammeus),  without much success. At 10 am we were ready to pack up and leave  I 
spotted an  Owl flying in the distance, I called  my birding partner  and we set off in 
pursuit of this owl.  In  the trees surrounding a seasonal stream we came across a few 
Short -eared Owls and when  we were trying to get a clear image of these birds we 
came across another  interesting Owl. The bird appeared rather slim , it was sitting in 
a stunted acacia tree and I could not see the full face. Realising it had been spotted it 
decided to show itself in all its splendour and sat out in the open, The 7 D Mark II 
did its job and we recorded the bird before it decided to disappear into the Scrub. 

 On closer examination of the picture we realised that while the bird was about 
the size of the Short-eared Owl, ear tufts did not fit the description of a Short-eared 
( as pointed out by Mr.Saiyam Nagar a fellow birder ), nor did the facial markings as 
a black band was running vertically on both sides of the white feathers surrounding 

Short-eared Owl



Mature Male Short-eared Owl

Short-eared Owl



the beak, the breast and belly were heavily streaked , but belly was not barred, field 
guides were consulted and Mr H.S. Hondal (birding partner) and I realised we had 
actually ended up recording a rather rare Long-eared Owl.( Asio otus) 

 There have been sporadic records from other parts of India of this species , 
Harike is where Per Undeland recorded it on 27th March 1997, and on  7th Feb 
1998, Mr.Ben King recorded six birds in 1999 at Harike, ten birds  were recorded by 
Mr. Harkirat Sangha and Per Undeland on 18th December 2016.  
 

 The first photographic record from India was from Naliya grasslands on 11th 
March 2012,  by Mr.Ramki Sreenivasan, other images have been recorded since by 
Mr. Dibyendu Ash and others, 3rd Feb, 2015 and 20th April 2015 from Mishmi Hills 
Arunachal and by Mr.Bikash Kalita and Mr. Room Bhutan 25th February 2017, 
Pangolakha, Sikkim, there have been sightings reported from Delhi as well. 
It is every birders dream to see this rarity and I feel blessed to have been graced by 
its presence. 

Narbir Kahlon 

Long-eared Owl



New Visitor to The Lake 
 This year Chandigarh Birders have been blessed with some new and 
interesting bird species visiting Inter State Capital Region (ISCR), and we all 
enjoyed every new sighting reported by fellow birders with binoculars and cameras 
in our hands, and Sukhna Lake was at the centre of this excitement. Though the 
water in the lake this time is far more than last year which has resulted in lesser 
gathering of birds, on the other hand, some new species did turn up, more water 
brought more food in the form of fish and along came these new species. One such 
bird was Lesser Fish Eagle, recorded for the first time in ISCR, a rare fish eating 
eagle mostly found in the Himalayan foothills.  
 After a couple of futile efforts, Vikas Sharma managed to take a photograph of 
this stealthy raptor and next day the news broke out in the newspaper resulting in 
flocks of birders turning up at the Lake just to get a glimpse of this elusive bird. But 
the search had already been begun a few weeks earlier, when on Sunday, November 
5th, a fellow birder Sukhwinder called me at 8 a.m. to go birding at the lake which is 
quite late a time for birding, still I woke up with a shine in my eyes. After an 
unsuccessful attempt last evening to convince fellow birders for a birding session at 
monthly CBC meeting, this is a ray of hope for me. 
 We reached Sukhna Lake at 9 a.m. and started birding by walking through the 
forest nature trail. Nothing happening, no calls, no birds singing, a complete silence 
in the forest apart from a Cinereous Tit and a Grey-hooded Warbler on a lone tree 
and a Rufous Treepie showing up at every 20 meters. We walked and soon reached 
the rowing channel of the Sukhna Lake, where most of the migratory birds are seen 
during winters. Though, the rowing had been barred from this channel to 
accommodate the winter guests, a good move by Chandigarh Administration. Also, 
this area has been cut off from the main walking area of the lake during this time to 
avoid disturbance and unnecessary ruckus created by Selfy Brigade. 
 The first waterfowl we saw was Great Crested Grebe trying to catch a fish, a 
rare visitor; a single bird was seen last year too at Lake. We took some hundred 
photographs each, much to our satisfaction we walked further. Few meters ahead we 
saw this whitish raptor hovering in the sky, what is this thing we asked each other. It 
was quite white compared to the usual black kite. I was stunned when I saw it 
through the binoculars. It was an Osprey, a lifer. I was birding for last three years and 
always been curious to see an Osprey. It made my day, “A lifer a day, keeps the 
doctor away”. Lifer can give you tonnes of happiness which can result in the 
pumping of fresh blood by your happy heart. Every birder can relate to that. 
 As I was thanking Sukhwinder for waking me up today, I heard this loud cry 
which sounded like a distress call from an animal. It was coming at regular intervals 
from a nearby location. We moved further towards it. After some fifty steps we saw 
this raptor flying through a gap in the tall reeds, and in excitement, we lost track of 
the call. Gliding low above the flock of Ruddy Shelducks under the canopy of trees 
just 4 feet above the water. I looked through the binoculars and asked Sukhi to click 
the photograph, but he couldn’t click because of the little window in the reeds, and 



this raptor was fairly quick. We lost the sight of the raptor, couldn’t figure out where 
it went. 
 I recalled my sighting through the binoculars; it was sandy grey with a white 
belly and vent. What was it? We went further in search through the reed forest but 
froze after few steps; a 10-foot Python was waiting for us in the reeds. It was big and 
scary, and we decided to turn around with this nagging question, what was that 
raptor? And again that alarming call started, breaking the silence of the jungle and 
we chased, and we met this raptor perched on a tree branch few feet above the water. 
Within a second of seeing us, it flew again leaving us unceremoniously with a big 
question mark. 

 I opened the field guide on my phone, and there were two birds that can be 
closely related to what I saw, they were Lesser Fish Eagle and Grey-headed Fish 
Eagle. Both the eagles were new to me and our region, but I settled with Lesser Fish 
Eagle as the size was smaller and I didn’t see any rufous on the upper belly. After a 
productive birding, we went back to our regular lives. Osprey was a great find and 



was much appreciated by Birders of Chandigarh Bird Club on the Whatsapp group. 
We also saw a Crested Serpent Eagle on the way back, a beautiful Raptor. 
 Next day I woke up with that question in my head and took out the greatest 
work of Mr Rishad Naoroji “Birds of Prey of Indian Subcontinent”. The book is 
amazing, with thorough information on Raptors. It helped me further clearing my 
doubt and convinced me that the one I saw was Lesser Fish Eagle. I decided to go to 
Sukhna again to get a photograph but before that let’s hear the call first. I opened this 
website with recorded calls of birds around the world and to my surprise, what I 
heard was the same distress call that I heard at Lake yesterday. Oh boy, it was not a 
distress call. It was a call of the Lesser fish Eagle. I was now 90% convinced. I 
whatsapped the call recording to Sukhwinder, and he was convinced too. We decided 
to go again in few days at the same time. Sukhwinder got stuck in his official work, 
so I went there 3-4 times with Vikas Sharma but in vain. After few days, to our much 
delight, Vikas managed to get the photograph clearing all the doubts in my head and 
leaving me with a sense of joy. A new entry into the ISCR Bird List, WOW! It was 
one of the happiest moment of my three-year-old birding life. 

 Sukhna has always been a great place to see new birds and this year it is 
packed with new surprises. I am sure there are many more surprises waiting for us in 
the thick cover of reeds, through the shallow trunk of trees, perching in the dense 
canopy where the Himalayan fish reaps. 
Saiyam Nagar 

Lesser Fish Eagle, at 
Sukhna Lake 

Photo by Jaideep Grewal



Hume’s Short-toed Lark 
First Record of Hume's Short-toed Lark (Calandrella acutirostris) from 
Chandigarh ISCR Region 
 On 3rd May, 2017 at around 17:00 hours I spotted and photographed a solitary 
Hume's Short-toed Lark (Calandrella acutirostris) at Sukhna Lake (30.7421° N, 
76.8188° E), Chandigarh, along with a large flock of Common Sandpipers (Actitis 
hypoleucos). I took a few pictures and was unsure about the exact identity as the 
Greater Short-toed Lark (Calandrella brachydactyla) had been spotted in the same 

area around a month back and both species are quite similar in appearance. I had put 
up the pictures for confirmation of identity on a popular forum on Facebook wherein 
it was identified as Hume's Short-toed Lark (Calandrella acutirostris) and post that I 
sought an opinion from leading expert Tim Inskipp who also confirmed the identity 
“based on the dark patch on the lores, the uniform ear-coverts, weakly streaked 
crown and dark ridge on bill”.  

  
 The Hume’s Lark is a migratory bird which may have stopped here on its way 
back from Pakistan and NW India where it winters to Baluchistan and the 
Himalayas. There are no reports of this species till date from the Chandigarh ISCR 
although it is shown to migrate through Punjab (Ali & Ripley 1987; Grimmett et al. 
2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). 
Munish Jauhar 



Tawny-bellied Babbler 
Tawny-bellied Babbler (Dumetia hyperythra):  A New Addition to Chandigarh 
Bird List 

 While looking for the recently sighted Lesser Fish eagle and the Black-necked 
Grebe at Sukhna Lake, I saw a small flock of 5-6 of these Babblers moving around 
in the reeds along with a flock of Yellow-eyed Babblers. At the very first sight, I 
could make out that these were the Tawny-bellied Babblers as I had seen them at 
Nahan many times. The distribution maps don’t show them to be found here, and the 
nearest place to Chandigarh where they have been recorded is at Nahan. This is a 
new addition to the ever-growing bird list of Chandigarh. 

 Tawny-bellied Babbler is a small (13cm including the tail) rufous- coloured 
babbler with a long tail. It is a skulker and loves to forage in groups in low scrub 
forests. It is listed as “Least-Concern” by IUCN, but its population over South Asia 
is believed to be declining due to habitat loss. Also, rapid fragmentation of its 
population has been observed over a period. This may be one of the reasons of this 
resident bird being sighted for the first time in Chandigarh.  

 There are 04 subspecies of Tawny-bellied Babbler recognised in South Asia. 
Three of them have white throat while one sub-species viz., D.h. hyperythra found in 
East peninsular India has a throat which has orange-buff and is same as that of 
underparts. The sub-species D.h. phillipsi is found in Sri Lanka.  

Rajive Das 



Bird Survey 
Moti Bagh Bir, Patiala 

 On 17th December 2017, members of Chandigarh Bird Club participated in a 
bird survey of Moti Bagh Bir in Patiala, Punjab, on the request of the local Forest 
Department Officials and nature enthusiasts. 

Twelve members of the club: 
1. Alpana NP Singh 
2. Amandeep Singh Channa 
3. Aprajita Lobana 
4. Bindoo Nangia 
5. Gajinder Bains 
6. Mohit Kohli 
7. Rima Dhillon 
8. Saiyam Nagar 
9. Samrath Singh 
10.Sarbjeet Kaur 
11.Shobana Venkatraman 
12.Simerpreet Singh Cheema 



 We reached Patiala at about half-past seven. We were greeted at the Bir, which 
is also the Patiala Zoo, by Forest Department officials and local nature enthusiasts; 
Dr Jagga, a surgeon, Dr Harmanjit Singh, palaeontologist and snake expert, and Mr 
Sanjayinder Chahal, Rima ma’am’s brother. The zoo itself was a sight to see, and 
what with it being closed that day, we were able to see the black bucks, hog deer, 
emus, crocodile, and silver pheasants without much trouble. 

 The members and the welcoming party bundled us in cars and went into the 
forest. The area is in dire need of reforestation in a planned manner. The plantation 
includes, for the most part, maskat and eucalyptus, the former has rendered the fort 
without any undergrowth, and the latter has dried up the area. It is towards the 
eastern end of the forest area that there is a marginal variety of trees, and some birds 
as well. The forest needs more native flowering and fruiting trees, for more bird and 
wildlife, both of which are scanty in the area. The second area we visited was the 
Sanour Bir, which is a nursery and a forest. This forest is a complete contrast to the 
Moti Bagh Bir. 



  

 We ended the survey at about twelve and retreated to the residence of Mr 
Chahal. He provided us with refreshments and a delicious lunch. After a round of 
talks interspersed with Dr Jagga’s wit and humour, we left for Chandigarh. 

Amandeep Singh Channa 

Sr. No. Species

1 Babbler, Jungle

2 Bluethroat

3 Bulbul, Red-vented

4 Chiffchaff, Common

5 Crow, House

6 Eagle, Crested Serpent

7 Egret, Cattle

8 Egret, Little

9 Flameback, Black-rumped

10 Flycatcher, Red-breasted

11 Francolin, Grey

12 Hornbill, Indian Grey

13 Kingfisher, White-throated

14 Kite, Black

15 Lapwing, Red-wattled

16 Myna, Bank

17 Myna, Common

18 Owlet, Spotted

19 Parakeet, Alexandrine

20 Parakeet, Rose-ringed

21 Peafowl, Indian

22 Prinia, Ashy

23 Redstart, Black

24 Robin, Indian

25 Robin, Oriental Magpie

26 Sandpiper, Green

27 Sparrow, House

28 Stilt, Black-winged

29 Sunbird, Purple

30 Teal, Common

31 Treepie, Rufous

32 Wagtail, White

33 Warbler, Grey-headed

34 Warbler, Hume’s Leaf

35 White-eye, Oriental

36 Whitethroat, Lesser

Total species = 36



New Species Recored in ISCR 

Grasshopper Warbler, R. Das Upland Pipit, R. Das

Black-headed Bunting, R. Das Eurasian Skylark, R. Das

Little Swift, R. Das Alpine Swift, R. Das



Photo Gallery 

Dunlin, R. Das Tawny Pipit, R. Das

Mallard (male) and Spot-billed Duck, at Dhanas Lake, Chandigarh 

By Manbir Singh



Osprey, at Sukhna, by Vikas Sharma

Black-necked Grebe, at Sukhna, by Vikas Sharma



Some more Press 





से्टर-17 बथथत आईटी कंपनी रेसल

टे्नोलॉजी के माबलक मुनीष जौहर बजतने

टे्नोलॉजी मं माबहर हं, उतने ही वे

पयासवरण रेमी हं। वे िताते हं बक

एक िार वे अपने बपता के

साथ सुखना लेक पर

फोटोराफी के बलए गए थे।

बपता का थटूबडयो होने के

कारण उनमं फोटोराफी के िारे मं

थोड़ा िुत ञान पहले

से था। पहले ही बिन

उ्हंने सुखना पर

थराक बि्ड

बकंगबफशर को अपने

कैमरे मं कैि बकया। बकंगबफशर की यह

रजाबत िुत ही कम िंडीगढ़ मं बिखती है।

जि उ्हं पता िला बक यह पिी साल मं

एक या िो िार आता है तो उसके िारे मं उ्हंने बकतािं, इंटरनेट और बवशेषञं से खोजना

शुू बकया। जैसे-जैसे जानकारी िढ़ती गई, मुनीष का िडड वाबिंग पर जुनून और ूझान

िढ़ने लगा। अि वे पबियं की आवाज से उ्हं पहिानने लगे हं। कहं भी जाते है तो उनकी

नजरं आसमान और पेड़ं पर रहती है। कैमरा भी अ्सर साथ रहता है। रजंदगी में ये आया बदलाव : 
उनका कहना है वक  बड्ड िॉवचंग से

उनके अंदर धैय्ड बढ् गया है। तनाि दूर
होता है। ये एक ऐसी हॉबी है, जो जंगल और

एकांत की ओर ले जाती है। प््कृवत के साथ बैठने
पर एक अलग ही सुकून वरलता है। उनके घर

पर पव््कयो् के घो्सले बने हुए है्।

िोफेसर वमतंिरपाल वसंह सेखं 1983 से लगातार बडड
िॉवचंग कर रहे हं। िे भारत की आिी से ्यािा
ब्सा की िजावतयं को िेख चुके हं। पवियं
के सबसे बड़े साइंवट्ट डॉ. सलीम अली का

साल 1980 मं उ्हंने एक ले्चर सुना
िा। िे इतने िभावित ुए वक तीन साल
बाि उ्हंने बडड िॉवचंग शुू कर िी।
डीएिी से्टर िस मं िोफेसर के पि

पर तैनात सेखं चंडीगढ़ ब्सा ्लब के
िेवसडंट भी हं। उनके मुतावबक बडड

िॉवचंग के वलए िैया का होना बुत जूरी
है। एक बार िे वशकारी पिी मवलान को
िेखने बीकानेर के तालछापर गए। िहां

कई घंटे गुजारे लेवकन मवलान नहं विखी।
उ्हं िहां से मायूस लौटना पड़ा। कुछ
विनं बाि िे िोबारा से बीकानेर पुंचे,
मगर मायूसी ही हाि लगी। तीसरी बार
गए तो मवलान कैमरे मं कैि हो पाई।

विकास शमाा खाली ि्त होता है तो िे अपने सावियं
को लेकर कभी सुखना तो कभी मोरनी पुंच जाते हं।
विकास वपछले पांच साल से बडड िॉवचंग कर रहे हं। िे

बताते हं वक उनकी ताई डॉ. सुजन शमाा वि्ली मं
इंवडयन िाइ्ड लाइफ ्लब को संचावलत करती हं।

िे अ्सर अपने फेसबुक पेज पर पयाािरण
से जुड़े मु्िे को अपलोड करती हं। इससे
विकास काफी िभावित ुए और उनके बडड

िॉवचंग का सफर शुू ुआ। इस साल
उनके नाम पर िो बड़ी उपलवधियां जुड़ं।

सविायं की शुुुआत मं पवियं की िो नई िजावतयां
चंडीगढ़ आं, वजसकी आइडंटीवफकेशन और कैमरे
मं कैि करने का रेय विकास को जाता है। इन िो
पवियं का नाम धलैक नेक रेब और लेसर वफश

ईगल है। एडिरटाइवजंग और विंवटंग का काम करने
िाले विकास ने बडड िावचंग के वलए विशेष कैमरे और

लंस भी खरीिे हं।

चंडीगढ् को पव््कयो् की
पनाहगाह राना जाता है। यहां 415 से

ज्यादा पव््कयो् की प््जावतयां पाई जाती है्।
लेवकन, इस बार सव्दडयो् रे् पव््कयो् की संख्या रे् जबरदस््

इजारा हुआ है। शहर रे् अक्सर इन पव््कयो् को कुछ लोग वनहारते रहते है्।
वजन्हे् बड्ड िॉचर कहा जाता है। इनकी अपनी दुवनया है, जो जंगल और एकांत की ओर ले

जाती है। ये वसर्फ बड्ड िॉचर नही्, बल्कक पव््कयो् के रक््क भी है्। जब भी वचव्डयो् के घो्सलो् पर कोई
प््हार करता है या उन्हे् उजाड्ने की कोवशश करता है तो ये दीिार बनकर खड्े हो जाते है्। बड्ड िॉचरो् के अनुभिो्

और उनके जीिन रे् आए बदलािो् को विस््ार से बता रहे है् अरर उजाला संिाददाता आशीष िर्ाड।

शोर यूँ ही न पवरंदो् ने रचाया होगा 
कोई जंगल की तरर शहर से आया होगा 

पेड् कािने िालो् को ये रालूर तो था 
वजस्र जल जाएंगे जब सर पे न साया होगा 
बानी-ए-जश्न-ए-बहारां ने ये सोचा भी नही् 
वकस ने कांिो् को लहू अपना वपलाया होगा 

वबजली के तार पे बैठा हुआ हंसता पंछी 
सोचता है वक िो जंगल तो पराया होगा 
अपने जंगल से जो घबरा के उड्े थे प्यासे 
हर सराब उन को सरुंदर नज्र आया होगा 

-कैफे आजमी

चंडीगढ्, सोरिार, 11, वदसंबर 2017

कोई 
जंगल की तरर 

शहर से आया होगा 

परिंदों के दीवाने

िंडीगढ़ फूड से्टी बवंग मं डेबज्नेटेड

ऑबफसर सुखबवंिर बसंह िाहे बजतनी

बिजी हो, लेबकन पबियं के बलए वे व्त

बनकाल लेते हं। पबियं के रबत िीवानगी

ऐसी है बक जि भी वे िाहर जाते हं तो

अपने साथ कैमरा जूर लेकर जाते हं।

सफर के िीि राथते कहं भी उ्हं

खूिसूरत पिी बिख जां तो उसे बनहारने

के बलए वे ुक जाते हं और जि तक

उसकी फोटो कैमरे मं उतार न लं ति

तक  उ्हं िैन नहं आता। वे अि तक

200 से ्यािा पबियं की रजाबतयं को

अपने कैमरे मं उतार िुके हं। उ्हं

ििपन से ही फोटोराफी का शौक था।

यही शौक उ्हं िडड वॉबिंग मं ले आया।

राइबसटी के अलावा उतराखंड, भरतपुर,

लेह-ल्िाख, गुड़गांव, बससवां सबहत

कई जगह िडड वॉबिंग के बलए जाते रहते

हं। उनका मानना है बक राइबसटी मं िडड

वॉबिंग के बलए अनुकूल माहौल है।

उनकी िेटी मं भी पबियं की रबत

बिलिथपी िढ़ी है। उसे जि भी कोई पिी

बिखता है तो वह उसके िारे मं िात

करती हं। उनका मानना है बक िचं को

िडड वॉबिंग के रबत जागूक करने की

आवकयकता है। इससे वे पयासवरण के

रबत तो जागूक हंगे साथ ही वे इसकी

रिा मं अहम भूबमका बनभांगे।

मेकरटेशन की िरह है बर्ड वॉकचंग 
सुखविंदर वसंह कहते है् वक
जब से बड्ड िांवचंग शुर्  की है,
तब से एकाग््ता और रोकस
बढ्ा है। प््कृवत के करीब
आया हूं। ये एक प््कार से
रेवडिेशन का कार करती है्।
बर्स्ड की एक अलग दुवनया
है, जो हरे् बहुत कुछ वसखाती

है्। हर इंसान को इससे
सीखना चावहए।

ये आया है बदलाि

हफ्ते रे् दो बार बड्ड
िॉवचंग को जाते है् 

से्टर-46 के रहने वाले संयम नागर ने तो बडड
वॉचिंग के चलए अपनी बुलेट बेि दी थी। कैमरा
खरीदने के चलए उनके पास ुपये नहं थे तो उ्हंने
बुलेट बेिकर कैमरा खरीदा। वे अब तक  300 से
्यादा पचियं की अलग-अलग रजाचत को देख िुके
हं। संयम ने बताया चक
उनके ििेरे भाई चसधाथस
भी बडड वॉिर हं। उनको
देखते-देखते उनमं भी बडड
वॉचिंग का ि्का लग
गया। बडड वॉचिंग से उ्हं
फोटोराफी भी आ गई।
पहले वे बाइनाकुलर से
पिी को देखते थे। चफर
उ्हं पचियं के रंग और
उनके हावभाव को कैमरे
मं कैद करने का शौक
िढ़ा। अब वे इतनी अ्छी फोटोराफी करते हं चक
लोग उनसे पूछते हं चक आप फोटो कैसे खंिते हं।
अब जब भी उ्हं समय चमलता है तो वे जंगल की
ओर चनकल पिते हं। ह्ते मं दो बार वे बडड वॉचिंग
के चलए राइचसटी के चकसी भी ्पॉट पर 
पुंि जाते हं।

संयर बताते है् वक जब से बड्ड िॉवचंग शुर् की है तब से
नेचर ि जीि-जंतुओ् के प््वत सम्रान बढ् गया है। उनके
करीब जाने पर अब अच्छी रीवलंग आती है्। साथ ही
धैय्ड और सोचने के नजवरया रे् बदलाि आया है।

ये आया है वजंदगी रे् बदलाि

सरबजीत कौर की उर करीब 68 साल है, मगर बडड
वॉचिंग के रचत उनका जुनून और ज्बा चकसी युवा से

कम नहं है। वे िंडीगढ़ ब्सस ्लब की सबसे सीचनयर
बडड वॉिर हं। उनके दो बेटे और एक बेटी है। बेटे चवदेश
मं रहते हं और बेटी कसौली मं। तीनं बचं से चमलने के
चलए वे अ्सर जाती रहती हं, मगर वहां जब भी उ्हं

मौका चमलता है चिचियं को चनहारने पुंि जाती हं। उ्हं
जो चग्ट चमलते वो भी अचिकतर पचियं से संबंचित होते
हं। कभी चकताबं तो कभी कैमरे। उ्हं चवदेशी पचियं के
बारे मं जानकारी भी काफी अ्छी खासी है। िंडीगढ़

रशासन की ओर से आयोचजत होने वाली रैचकंग मं भी वे
अ्सर चह्सा लेती हं। उ्हंने बताया चक साल 2013 मं
उनके घुटनं मं काफी ददस रहता था। पीजीआई मं चदखाया
तो कुछ ए्सरसाइज बताई। उसे फाॅलो चकया। ब्सस को
देखने के चलए पहािं मं िढ़ना और उतरना जारी रहा।

इससे 99 रचतशत तक घुटने ठीक हो गए। लोग कहते थे
चक सजसरी करवा लो, मगर इसकी जूरत नहं पिी।

ये आया है बदलाि : सरबजीत बताती है् वक बड्ड िॉवचंग का उनके जीिन रे् कारी प््भाि है। उनके बच््े बाहर
रहते है्। ऐसे रे् इस उम्् रे् अकेलापन और वडप््ेशन हािी होने लगता है, रगर बड्ड िॉवचंग की िजह से ये सब
बीरावरयां उनसे दूर रही्। पव््कयो् की रधुर आिाज, उनकी आदतो् ने कभी बोर नही् होने वदया। उनके रुतावबक
जब आप नेचर के करीब जाते है् तो आपको बहुत सारी दुआएं वरलती है्। ये दुआ वकसी की भी हो सकती है।

सबसे सीचनयर बडड वॉचर, हौसला ऐसा
चक युवा भी छूट जां पीछे : सरबजीत

415 से ज्यादा पक््ियो् की प््जाकियो् पर
रहिी है शहर के बर्ड वॉचरो् की नजर

र्ड्ी शेल डक

विकास से सीखे् बड्ड िॉवचंग का जुनून

ये आया है बदलाि : विकास कहते है् वक जब से िे पव््कयो् की दुवनया रे् गए है्, तब
से उनरे् पय्ाडिरण के प््वत झुकाि बढ्ा है। पव््कयो् को वनहारने से उन्हे् जो सुकून
वरलता, िो वकसी दूसरे कार से नही्। पव््कयो् का खानपान, उनकी आदते् और रंग

को देखने-सरझने से सराज के प््वत संिेदनशीलता भी बढ्ी है।

पेशे से बिजनेसमैन गगनिीप से िात ुई तो पता िला

बक वे म्य रिेश बथथत का्हा टाइगर बरजवस मं गए

ुए हं। अमर उजाला से फोन पर उ्हंने िताया बक

उ्हं पहले टाइगर को िेखने और उनकी फोटो खंिने

का िुत ्यािा शौक था। िंडीगढ़ के आसपास तो

कोई टाइगर बरजवस है नहं और हर िार शहर के िाहर 

जा नहं सकते। ऐसे मं धीरे-

धीरे झुकाव िडड वॉबिंग की

ओर आ गया। वीकंड मं जि

भी उ्हं समय बमलता है तो

वे राइबसटी के िडड थपॉट के

बलए बनकल पड़ते हं। वे भी

बपछले पांि साल से िंडीगढ़

मं िडड वाबिंग

कर रहे

हं।

उनका

कहना

है बक

अ्तूिर से

लेकर मािस महीने तक िडड

वॉबिंग के बलए सुखना सिसे

िेथट जगह है।

जीवन में ये आया बदलाव : गगनदीप ने बताया वक
प््कृवत के करीब रहने से न वसर्फ उनरे् बल्कक उनके बच््ो्
रे् बदलाि देखने को वरला है। छोिी सी उम्् रे् बच््े पक््ी,
पेड् और प््कृवत के बारे रे् बात करते है्। जंगलो् से लौिकर
जब िे िापस घर जाते है् तो बच््े पूछते है् वक कौन से
पक््ी की रोिो खी्ची। बड्ड िॉवचंग से रील गुड की

रीवलंग आती है। कार की सारी थकान छू रंतर होती है।

सारी थकान छू मंतर
हो जाती है : गगनदीप

बड्ड िॉवचंग जंगल और एकांत की
ओर ले जाती है: प््ोरेसर सेखो्

ये आया है बदलाि : बड्ड िॉवचंग का न वसर्फ रुनीष के जीिन पर असर पड्ा है, बल्कक उनके
बच््ो् पर भी कारी पॉवजविि असर पड्ा है। उनकी दो बेवियां है्। एक बेिी 11 साल की और
दूसरी आठ साल की। दोनो् बच््े जब भी पक््ी देखते है् तो इसकी जानकारी अपने पापा को
देते है और उनसे पव््कयो् के बारे रे् पूछते है्। रुनीष ने बताया वक जब से बड्ड िॉवचंग से शुर् हुई
है, तब से उनरे् विज््ान, भूगोल और प््कृवत के प््वत जानकारी और संिदेनशीलता बढ्ी है।

आवाज से पचियं को पहचान जाते हं

्या होती है बडड वॉचचंग
िंडीगढ़ ि्सस ्लि के रेबसडंट एमएस सेखं

ने िताया बक िडड वॉबिंग के ंतगसत पबियं को

िेखना, उनकी रजाबतयं की पहिान करना, उनके

रहन-सहन के िारे मं जानना ये सि कुछ िडड

वांबिंग मं आता है। यबि पबियं का बरकाडड करना

हो तो उसकी तथवीरं खंिी जाती हं। ये भी िडड

वॉबिंग का एक बहथसा है। 

आप भी बन सकते
हं बडड वॉचर

रो. सेखं के मुताबिक िडड वॉबिंग को सीखना

मुबककल नहं है। इसके बलए बकसी पिी बवशेषञ

के साथ होना जूरी है। वो अ्छी तरह से िता

सकेगा बक पिी की पहिान कैसे की जाए। इसके

बलए साधारण-सा एक िना्यूलर लेना होगा।

कैमरे की कोई आवकयकता नहं है। यबि कोई िडड

वॉबिंग करना िाहता है तो िंडीगढ़ ि्सस ्लि

की टीम उनकी मिि कर सकती है। सुखना लेक,

बससवां डैम, मोटे माजरा, मोरनी, ि्की मोड़

जैसी अ्य जगहं पर िडड वॉबिंग कर सकते हं।

ये है् शहर के
बड्ड िॉचर

काॅर््ोडोर।

सुखविंदर वसंह 
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 Incepted in 2008, the Chandigarh Bird Club 
dedicated itself to tis goal of protecting the 
environment. 

 The Club owes its existence to those few 
dedicated and expert members, who started this 
Club in the Chandigarh Boat Club, namely Navjit 
Singh, Narbir Kahlon, Vikramjit Singh, Mrs Rima 
Dhillon, Mrs Sarbjeet Kaur, and Mrs Geeta 
Goswami. 

 The fundamental objetives of Chandigarh 
Bird Club continue to be to: 

1. Bring people, especially the younger generation 
closer to nature, through birding and help them to 
enjoy the outdoors while making out a fun 
activity. 

2. To make individuals and government more 
sensitive towards the environment to create a 
dynamic database for analysis to focus on 
conservation efforts. 

3. To create a forum for birders to share information 
and discuss issues related to this activity.
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• Vice President - Narbir Singh Kahlon 

• Secretary - Rima Dhillon 

• Joint Secretary - Sarbjeet Kaur 

• Treasurer - Mahesh Garg
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